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St. Andrew’s United Church (Williams Lake)  

September 12, 2021 

 

IN-PERSON/ZOOM/EMAIL  

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

 

Order of Service 

 

Welcome Back!!! 

So good to see you again!!! 

So glad you made the right decision for yourself 

to worship in-person in the sanctuary or at home on Zoom!!! 

 

 

Welcome & Land Acknowledgement 

 

  In the power of the Creator, 

  in the peace of the Redeemer, 

  in the presence of the Spirit, 

  we welcome you. 
      (A Celtic Welcome) 

 

Welcome to the gathering of the family of Jesus.  

 

As we gather to worship in this place – and in our homes -  

 

We acknowledge with gratitude and respect that we live and worship on lands which are the unceded, 

traditional territory of the Secwépemc Nation (Shuswap Nation) and the T’exelc People (Williams Lake First 

Nation).  

 

We give thanks that wherever we are worshipping from this morning, in the sanctuary or at home, we are in the 

presence of Creator who made this land and made us. 

 

May we daily show our love for Creator and creation by our thoughts, words, and actions.  

 

May our worship reflect our humility, respect, and gratitude. 

 
 

One: In the name of Jesus, who is alive in each of us, peace to you. 

All: And also to you. 

 

 

 

 

We centre and ground ourselves for worship 
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Invitation to take and release three slow, deep breaths 

and allow the space you’re in to become worship space for this time, 

to ground and center ourselves for worship. 

 
Written by Susan Lukey. Adapted by Nancy Colton. 
Gathering, Lent/Easter 2021, page 29.  

Used with permission. 

 

 

Learning Hymn – Welcome Song 

 

 We welcome you with songs of gladness, 

 welcome, Christian, welcome; 

 Let laughter take away your sadness, 

 welcome, Christian, welcome. 

 Welcome, welcome! 

 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

 

There was once a wonderful man* 

who did wonderful things 

and they said, “He is the light of the world.” 

In his light, the light of Christ, we gather. 

 

           The Christ Candle is lit.                   

 
Written by Scott Martin. 
Gathering, Pentecost 2 2021, page 30. 

Used with permission. 

*Inspired by Godly Play. 

 

 

Hymn – Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary                                                                          MV 18 
 

 

Calls to Worship  

            
based on Psalm 19:1-6 and for Creation Time 

 

One: Pay attention! 

All: Wow! The music of the spheres, without words, 

 sings to our hearts of God’s glory. 

One: Notice! 

All: Incredible! They myriad mysteries of deep 

 space, light years of complexity, blaze with 

 God’s majesty. 

One: Respond! 

All: Amazing! The intricate weaving of life’s 

 rhythms, the pulse of creation, dances with joy 

 in God’s love. 

One: Come! 
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All: We come to celebrate god’s goodness in our lives. 

One: Share! 

All: We share community with all of God’s creation. 

One: Proclaim! 

All: We proclaim the light of Christ as joyful 

 re-creation for all. 

One: Let us pray together: 

All: Our hearts fill with awe, God, 

 for your Spirit works within us all. 

 You gift us as Christ’s body to become one, 

 in wholeness, one with all of creation. 

 Empower us for that purpose this morning, 

 we pray, that we may heed, hope, and heal in 

 Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Written by Gord Dunbar. 

Gathering, Pentecost 2 2021, page 26. 

Used with permission. 

 

One: Are we ready to give? 

All: To give? 

One: To give to God our voices, our thoughts, our love. 

All: We are ready to share with God, 

 in this time and place, 

 in all times and places. 

One: Then come. 

 With all the creatures of the earth and sky, 

 let us praise God. 

All: Let us praise God. Alleluia! 
 

Written by Richard Bott. 

Gathering, Pentecost 2 2015, page 25. 
Used with permission. 

 

 

Opening Prayer  

 

One: O Divine Love, the 12th of September has arrived, and 

 with it, after a long time of feeling like we’d been exiled 

 to the wilderness alone and socially, physically distanced  

 from one another, separated from our beloved worship space, 

the opportunity to choose to worship in our sanctuary,  

or at home as we feel called and safe. Wherever worship  

finds us this morning, we gather as a community of faith 

with hope and curiousity, wondering what a new year 

together will bring. 

 

All: Thank you for the fallow time of summer, 

 for the leadership that has supported this 

 community by word and prayer and music  

 over the summer months and throughout 



 
4 

 

 the ongoing COVID pandemic. 

 Help us to be open to your restless Spirit, 

 calling us into ongoing and evolving ministry 

 together. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

Written by Juanita Austin. 

Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Pentecost 2 2015, page 33. 
Used with permission. 

 

 

Hymn – Take my life and let it be                                                                                         VU 506 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 

Holy One, Father and Mother to us all, gather us 

under your wing as a hen gathers her chicks. Give 

us sanctuary from the world that shapes us in ways 

that are not life-giving. When we are tempted and 

follow the ways of the world, forgive us. When we 

do not trust your voice, reassure us. When we fail  

to notice the signs of your Spirit, open our spirits. 

Your beloved children, you bless us. Help us be a  

blessing to you and your dream for all creation. 

Amen. 

 
Written by Éric Hébert-Daly. 

Adapted by Nancy Colton 

Gathering, Pentecost 2 2021, page 35. 
Used with permission. 

Words of Assurance 

 

God never washes God’s hands of us. God is 

faithful, with us through trouble, and healing us 

in grief. When we’ve failed, when we’ve fallen  

short, we have a shoulder to cry on and a voice 

to help guide us. Our judge is also our hope, and 

God never gives up! Thanks be to God! 

 
Written by Éric Hébert-Daly. 
Adapted by Nancy Colton 

Gathering, Pentecost 2 2021, page 35. 

Used with permission. 

Hymn – Like a rock                                                                                                               MV 92 
 

 

Scripture Readings 
 

Psalm 19          The heavens declare the glory of God.                                VU pp. 740-741 

Mark 8:27-38  Peter’s declaration about Jesus. 
                                   (As told by Linnea Good. By-Heart Ministries) 

                                                                                                                            https://youtu.be/sbZ_G1RRU4A 

 

https://youtu.be/sbZ_G1RRU4A
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Sermon –  

Elisabeth Johnson   (September 16, 2018) 

 
 

Jesus’ disciples are undergoing a very intense apprenticeship with Jesus, and it is about 
to get far more intense as he begins his journey to Jerusalem. Before embarking on this 
journey south, Jesus pauses to check in with his disciples near the northern city of 
Caesarea Philippi. 

“Who do people say that I am?” he asks (Mark 8:27). This is a relatively easy question. The 
disciples simply report on the buzz they have heard among the crowds. Some say John 
the Baptist, others Elijah, and still others, one of the prophets. Jesus’ ministry of preaching, 
teaching, and healing has indeed born resemblance to that of the great prophets of 
Israel. The responses are not far off the mark, but they do not quite get to the heart of the 
matter. 

Then Jesus asks his disciples a more pointed question: “And you, who do you say that I 
am?” Peter, so often the first to speak, responds, “You are the Messiah” (Mark 8:29). Of 
course, we who know the whole story know that Peter has given the right answer. Yet the 
answer Peter gives is not actually very logical. The title “Messiah” in Hebrew or “Christ” in 
Greek was associated in Jewish tradition with an anointed king, a royal figure from the line 
of David expected to come and free Israel from their Gentile oppressors, purify the people, 
and restore Israel’s independence and glory. 

Nothing in Jesus’ career up to now has given any indication of claims to royalty or political 
ambitions. So far Jesus has made no claim to be the Messiah, and he certainly has shown 
no sign of taking on the Romans. Perhaps Peter hopes that when they go to Jerusalem, 
Jesus will finally take on this messianic role. Perhaps that is why Jesus tells his disciples to 
tell no one about him, because he knows that they are still so very far from understanding 
what he is all about. 

As soon as Jesus begins to speak of what is to come in his career as Messiah — rejection, 
suffering, and death — Peter is quick to try to set him straight. He takes Jesus aside and 
rebukes him. We can imagine him saying, “No, no, Jesus, this is not the way it is supposed 
to go. The Messiah is supposed to conquer the Romans, not get killed by them. What good 
is a dead Messiah?” 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/authors/elisabeth-johnson
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Peter’s response is understandable in light of Jewish messianic expectations, which are 
perhaps not so very different from what we want in a Savior. We want someone who is 
strong and powerful, someone who will rescue us from our troubles and defeat our 
enemies. Too often in popular evangelism, Jesus is presented in this way — as a kind of 
superhero who solves every problem for us, as a guarantor of prosperity and success. 
Nothing could be further from what Jesus has in mind. 

Jesus’ response to Peter is harsh: “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things” (Mark 8:33). This is one of those moments in 
Scripture that highlights the vast distance between us and God. Though Jesus is God with 
us, we cannot tame him or make him over into our image. We would like a savior who is a 
winner, and one who makes us winners, but Jesus insists on identifying with the lowliest of 
losers. He will allow himself to be judged and condemned as a blasphemer by Jewish 
religious leaders. He will allow himself to be mocked, tortured, and executed as a criminal 
by the Romans. 

And that’s not all. Jesus actually expects his disciples to follow him on this path of 
suffering and death. “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it” (Mark 
8:34-35). 

Here I think it is important to be clear about what Jesus means by taking up the cross. He 
is not talking about the suffering that is simply part of life in a broken world — everything 
from annoying neighbors to serious illness to natural disasters. Neither is he telling us to 
seek out suffering or martyrdom. Jesus himself did not seek it, but he foresaw that it would 
be the inevitable outcome of his mission. 

Jesus speaks of losing our lives for his sake, and for the sake of the gospel. Taking up our 
cross means being willing to suffer the consequences of following Jesus faithfully, 
whatever those consequences might be. It means putting Jesus’ priorities and purposes 
ahead of our own comfort or security. It means being willing to lose our lives by spending 
them for others — using our time, resources, gifts, and energy so that others might 
experience God’s love made known in Jesus Christ. 

How can we possibly do this? Our instinct for self-preservation fights it at every step. In 
this sense we are no different from the first disciples. They certainly tried to save their lives. 
Though Jesus tried to prepare them for what was to come in Jerusalem, they all deserted 
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him. And Peter — that star student who had the right answer — he not only ran away, he 
denied three times that he ever knew the man named Jesus. 

We might wish that things had happened differently, that Jesus had followed a more 
dignified, Messiah-like path, and that his disciples had been more heroic, but that is not 
the story we have before us. What we have before us is a story about a Messiah being 
tortured and killed by the powerful and abandoned by his closest companions. 

Yet Mark has announced from the beginning that this story is good news (euangelion). 
How can this be? We need to read the whole story, to be sure. The whole story tells us that 
Jesus was faithful unto death, even while all around him proved faithless, and that God 
raised him to new life. Because of this, we know that God’s life-giving power is far stronger 
than the worst that humans hands can do. Because of this, we know that there is no sin or 
failure so great that it can finally separate us from the love of God in Christ. 

 

 

Hymn – Walk with me                                                                                                          VU 649 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

Holy One, you have loved us from the first and 

have given us life and renewed life and everlasting 

life. Accept the gifts that have been brought and given 

here and the gifts that have been given through PAR. 

Use our gifts and use us for your purposes and your plan. 

With grateful hearts. Amen. 

  
Written by Rob Fennell.  
Adapted by Nancy Colton.  

Gathering, Pentecost 2 2015, page 39. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

We are called to be a praying people. 

Let us pray: 

 

… were extemporaneous – in the moment, out of the heart – followed by prayers from Voices United… 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
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hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Life and Work of our Congregation* 

 

(see the end of the document for the announcements) 

 

 

Hymn – It’s a song of praise to the maker                                                                            MV 30 

 

 

Commissioning & Benediction 

 

May the blessing of God, 

who made us in love and for relationship 

with one another and all creation; 

the blessing of Jesus, 

whose footprints are deep on our earth 

and deep in our hearts; 

and the blessing of the Spirit, 

who blows through us and all around us. 

go with us this day, this night, and always.  

Go, blessed. 

Go, be a blessing. 

Amen. 
Written by Rob Root. 

Gathering, Pentecost 2 2012, page 30. 

Used with permission. 

 

Sung Amen                                                                                                                           VU 974 

 

 

+ + + + + + + ++ + + + + ++ + + + +  

 

 

The Life and Work of our Congregation* 

 

The Life and Work of our Congregation* 
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Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

 

Thank you for continuing to support St. Andrew’s with your offering and PAR. We do appreciate your 

support for the ongoing work of the church. 

 

Shared Ministry (Quarterly) Committee – had their first meeting on Tuesday last week. The members of the 

Committee from Quesnel are Lynne Wright and Russ Penhale; from Williams Lake are Janet Whalley and 

Brenda Smith. The Regional Minister (North), Rev Victoria Andrews, will resource the committee as necessary. 

The date for their next meeting is November 23, 2021. 

 

Shared Ministry – update and information: 

 

The shared ministry starts on September 1, 2021. With the start up of the sharing agreement, the Region has 

appointed Rev Nancy to be Quesnel’s Community of Faith/Pastoral Charge Supervisor. 

 

Pattern/Schedule for the first few months: 

 

The Shared Ministry (Quarterly) Committee agreed to the following pattern (schedule) for the first few months 

of the agreement: 

 

• September will be an exception to the pattern 

• Mondays will be Rev Nancy’s regular Quesnel day weekly 

(adjusting when a Monday is a Statutory Holiday) 

• There may be Monday’s where Rev Nancy is doing “Quesnel work” from/in her Williams Lake office 

• The Worship Committee will be sure Sunday worship in Williams Lake is taken care off on those 

Sundays Rev Nancy is in Quesnel 

 

• Quesnel’s Sundays will be: 

 

September 19 

October 3 

November 7  

December 5  

December 26 (“Christmas”) 
 

 

• Williams Lake’s Sundays will be: 

 

September 5, 12, 26 

October 10, 17, 24, 31 

November 14, 21, 28 

December 12, 19  

December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

 

 

Worship Service Notes: 

 

• On Sundays when Rev Nancy is in Quesnel the Worship Committee will plan for a worship service in 

our sanctuary. On those Sundays there will not be a Zoom component to worship. 
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• The intent is to continue emailing worship services to the congregation. 

 

Christmas Eve, Boxing Day, first Sunday in January 2022: 

 

• Christmas Eve (Friday) – Rev Nancy will be in Williams Lake 

• “Christmas”/Boxing Day (Sunday) – Rev Nancy will be in Quesnel 

• The Quesnel and Williams Lake congregations will BOTH be on their own for Sunday, January 2, 2022. 

(Rev Nancy’s ‘week off after Christmas’ will start on Monday, December 27.) 


